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who is not a caregiver of the child is suspected of permitting, allowing, or

encouraging the child to engage in prostitution.

o R

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bur:éau -

Under current law, certain persons having reasonable cause to suspect that a
child seen in the course of professional duties has been abused must report that
suspected abuse to the sheriff or police department or to the county department of
human services or social services or, in Milwaukee County, the Department of
Children and Families (DCF) or a child welfare agency under contract with DCF
(collectively “agency”). Current law also permits any other person having reason to
suspect that a child has been abused to make such a report.

Current law requires the sheriff or police department to refer to an agency all
cases of child abuse reported to it in which a caregiver is suspected of the abuse or
of facilitating or failing to take action to prevent the suspected abuse and all cases
in which it cannot be determined who abused the child. Then, within 24 hours after
receiving the referral, the agency must initiate a diligent investigation to determine
if the child is in need of protection or services. Current law, however, permits, rather
than requires, the sheriff or police department to refer to an agency a case in which
a person who is not a caregiver of a child is suspected of the abuse of the child and
permits, rather than requires, the agency to initiate a diligent investigation to
determine if the child is in need of protection or services.

This bill requires the sheriff or police department to refer to an agency, and the
agency to investigate, a case of child abuse in which a person who is not a caregiver
of the child is suspected of permitting, allowing, or encouragmg the child to engage
in prostitution.
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For further information see the state and local fiscal estimate, which will be
printed as an appendix to this bill.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

v,

1 SECTION 1. 48,981 (3) (a) 2. bm. of the statutes is cre'lated to read:

48.981 (3) (a) 2. bm. Cases in which a person who is not a caregiver is suspected
J
of abuse, as defined in s. 48.02 (1) (d), of a child.
SECTION 2. 48.981 (3) (a) 2d. of the statutes is amended to réad:

y .
48.981 (3) (a) 2d. The Except as provided in subd. 2. bm., the sheriff or police

department may refer to the county department or, in a county having a population

o B~ >R | T O - B ]

of 500,000 or more, the department or a licensed child welfare agency under contract

with the department a case reported to the sheriff or police department in which a

e @

person who is not a caregiver is suspected of abuse or of threatened abuse of a child.

History: Sup. Ct. Order, 59 Wis. 2d R1, R3 (1973); 1977 c. 355; 1977 c. 447 5. 210; 1979 c. 300; 1983 a. 172, 190, 299, 538; 1985 a. 29 ss. 917 to 930m, 3200 (56); 1985
a. 176, 234; 1987 a. 27, 186, 209; 1987 a. 332 s. 64; 1987 a. 334, 355, 399, 403; 1989 a. 31, 41, 102, 316, 359; 1991 a. 160, 263; 1993 a. 16, 105, 218, 227, 230, 246, 272, 318,
395, 443, 446, 491; 1995 a. 275, 289, 369, 456; 1997 a. 27, 114, 292, 293; 1999 a. 9, 20, 32, 56, 84, 149, 192; 2001 a. 16, 38, 59, 69, 70, 103, 105; 2003 a. 33, 279, 321; 2005
a. 113, 232, 344, 406, 434; 2005 a. 443 5. 265; 20(%20 ss. 1370 to 1373, 9121 (6) (a); 2007 a. 97; 2009 a. 28, 76, 78, 79, 94, 185; 2011 a. 32, 81,87. .

10 SECTION 3. 48.981 (3) (c) 1. a. of the statutes is amended to read:

11 48.981 (3) (¢) 1. a. Immediately after receiving a report under par. (a), the
12 agency shall evaluate the report to determine whether there is reason to suspect that
13 a caregiver has abused or neglected the child, has threatened the:child with abuse
14 or neglect, or has facilitated or failed to take action to prevent the sus;;ected or

15 threatened abuse or neglect of the child or that a person who is not a caregiver has
J
16 committed abuse, as defined in s. 48.02 (1) (d), of the child. Except as provided in sub.

17 (3m), if the agency determines that a caregiver is suspected of abuse or neglect or,
18 of threatened abuse or neglect of the-child-determines-that-a-caregiver-is suspected,
19 or of facilitating or failing to take action to prevent the suspected or threatened abuse

20 or neglect of the child;; determines that a person who is not a caregiver has
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SECTION 3

v
mmi fined in s. 48.02 (1 f the child; or cannot determine who

—

abused or neglected the child, within 24 hours after receiving t:%;e repogt the agency
shall, in accordance with the authority granted to the department under s. 48.48 (17)
(a) 1. or the county department under s. 48.57 (1) (a), initiate a diligent invéstigation
to determine if the child is in need of protection or services. If Except as provided in
this §gvbd. 1. a., if the agency determines that a person who is not a caregiver is
suspected of abuse or of threatened abuse, the agency may, in accordance with that

authority, initiate a diligent investigation to determine if the child is in need or
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protection or services. Within 24 hours after receiving a report under par. (a) of

pd
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suspected unborn child abuse, the agency, in accordance with that authority, shall

=
ot

initiate a diligent investigation to determine if the unborn child is in need of

—
Do

protection or services. An investigation under this subd. 1. a. shall be conducted in

t

Be o e
accordance with standards established by the department for conducting child abuse

P e
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and neglect investigations or unborn child abuse investigations.

History: Sup. Ct. Order, 59 Wis. 2d R1, R3 (1973); 1977 c. 355; 1977 c. 447 5. 210; 1979 ¢. 300; 1983 a. 172, 190, 299, 538; 1985 a. 29 ss. 917 to 930m, 3200 (56); 1985
a. 176, 234; 1987 a. 27, 186, 209; 1987 a. 332 5. 64; 1987 a. 334, 355, 399, 403; 1989 a. 31, 41, 102, 316, 359; 1991 a. 160, 263; 1993 a. 16, 105, 218, 227, 230, 246, 272, 318,
395, 443, 446, 491; 1995 a. 275, 289, 369, 456; 1997 a. 27, 114, 292, 293; 1999 a. 9, 20, 32, 56, 84, 149, 192; 2001 a. 16, 38, 59, 69, 70, 103, 105; 2003 a. 33, 279, 321; 2005
a. 113, 232, 344, 406, 434; 2005 a. 443 5. 265; 2007 a. 20 ss. 1370 to 1373, 9121 (6) (a); 2007 a. 97; 2009 a. 28, 76, 78, 79, 94, 185; 2011 a. 32, 81, 87.

15 SECTION 4. Initial applicability.

16 (1) REPORTS OF SUSPECTED CHILD PROSTITUTION. This act first abpplies to a report
@ of suspected child abuse received under section 48.9814(3) (a) llathe statutes on the

18 effective date of this sub8ection.

19 SectiON 5. Effective date.

20 (1) REPORTS OF SUSPECTED CHILD PROSTITUTION. This act takes effect on the first

21 day of the 2nd month beginning after publication.

A

22 (END)
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